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NEWS RELEASE

April 15, 1992
REGENTS APPROVE NOM INATION O F UM CAMPUS
TO NATIONAL R EG ISTER O F H ISTORIC PLACES
MISSOULA The state Board of Regents recently approved the nomination of a number of
University of Montana buildings to the National Register of Historic Places.
"W e’ve known for years that the core of campus has a number of older, beautiful
buildings," says Marcella Sherfy, state historic preservation officer with the Montana
Historical Society. "The register is a wonderful way to recognize those."
The nomination was written last summer by an intern at the historical society: Pat
McCleary of G reat Falls, a UM senior majoring in history and political science. His was by
no means the first such proposal regarding UM, Sherfy says. But his effort was greatly
aided by UM President and historian George Dennison; Vice President for Administration
and Finance James Todd; and the Campus Development Committee, which accepted the
proposal submitted by Sherfy.
The historical district outlined in the nomination includes Main, Brantly, Corbin,
Elrod, Jeannette Rankin and Turner halls and the Social Science, Fine Arts, Botany,
Forestry, Journalism, Mathematics and Chemistry/Pharmacy buildings. The Oval, Mount
Sentinel, Clarence Prescott House, heating plant, Schreiber Gymnasium and Center for
Continuing Education round out the group.
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The buildings’ architectural styles -- Richardsonian Romanesque, neoclassical,
Renaissance revival, art deco - reflect the designs of Missoula architect A.J. Gibson and
New York architect Cass Gilbert, who worked with Helenan George Carsley.
"The historic district is focused on the Oval," says President Dennison. "The Oval is
the center of our universe. It’s quite appropriate that all of us should commit ourselves to
protecting and preserving it."
Montana’s Antiquities Act requires state agencies to look for ways to minimize harm
to historically significant property, Sherfy says. But neither passage of the act nor listing on
the national register means buildings can’t be renovated or tom down, she says -- only that
the historical society and public will have the chance to comment on the proposed actions.
The next step is for the nomination to be considered by the State Historic Preservation
Review Board, which will meet June 1 at UM, Sherfy says.
If the board agrees the property is historically significant, it will forward the
documents to the national register at the National Park Service, in Washington, D.C. The
register has 45 days to respond — in plenty of time for UM to know whether it has still
another accomplishment to celebrate as part of its Centennial festivities.
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Contacts: Hugh Jesse, UM ’s Facilities Services director, 243-2788; Kevin Krebsbach,
UM’s assistant director for planning and construction; Marcella Sherfy, state historic
preservation officer, 444-7715.
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